A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
 (1)	In the first campaign, that of 1702, Marlborough cleared
the French out of the valley of the lower Meuse, which was
partly held with insufficient French forces.    The French,
retiring eastward, drew up a line of fortification all the way
from Antwerp to the Meuse near Namur, in order to cover
Brussels and the wealthier part of the Spanish Netherlands,
which they claimed to administer in the name of Louis XTV's
grandson.    It was this first success which gained for Marl-
borough the title of Duke.
 (2)	In the next year an attempt to capture Antwerp failed,
but in the year following (1704) Marlborough and Prince Eugene
of Savoy organized a plan for marching to the Danube to
prevent the forces of Louis and those of his ally, the ^Elector
of Bavaria, from advancing towards Vienna.    The plan was
completely successful, and on August 13, 1704, it culminated
in the great and decisive action known to the English and their
allies as the battle of Blenheim (from Blindheim, a village on
the Danube right in the field of the battle), and to the French
as Hochstadt (from a small town lying behind the battlefield).
It was the first great defeat Louis XIVs armies had suffered.
The chief French general present, Marshal Tallard, was cap-
tured, and less than half the Franco-Bavarian forces remained
intact after the battle—there were  11,000 prisoners and a
hundred guns taken.   The same year was remarkable for the
seizing of the Rock of Gibraltar by an English and Dutch force.
The English Government held it in the name of the Archduke
Charles, their claimant, until he should be accepted as King of
Spain; and as he never was so accepted they continued to hold
it, and hold it to this day.
(3) In 1705 Marlborough pierced the line of fortifications
which the French had constructed between Namur and Antwerp
and destroyed that defensive system, but got no farther. In
1706 he won a victory of far more effect than Blenheim, the
battle of Ramillies, due more even than Blenheim to his per-
sonal genius in the choice and use of ground. The effects were
greater than those of Blenheim, because through Ramillies the
French lost Belgium. Two years later, in 1708, their effort
to regain a foothold failed through Marlborough *s victory of
Oudenarde, a victory far less complete than Ramillies, but
sufficient to permit a further advance and the investment and
capture of Lille; while in the Mediterranean the French seized
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